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Reply to Pre-examination Formalities Notice of March 20, 2007 
Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims; 

1 . (Original): A method for assigning ratings to a fund, comprising the steps of: 
calculating an expected return over a time period for a sector corresponding to the fund 

based on financial futures corresponding to the sector, 

calculating an expected range of returns for the sector based on prices of options for the 

futures, 

calculating an expected return for the fund over a time period based on the calculated 
expected return for the corresponding sector, the expected range of returns for the corresponding 
sector, and on information specific to the fund, 
assigning a rating based on the expected return for the fund; 
and providing the assigned rating to a user. 

2. (Original): The method of claim 1, wherein said information specific to the fund 
includes an annual return adjustment factor equal to the difference between the annualized 
returns for the fund and a median return for other funds in the sector. 

3. (Original): The method of claim 1, wherein said information specific to the fund 
includes a factor for the extent to which the funds returns are below the median for that sector for 
a time period. 

4. (Original): The method of claim 1, wherein, in the step of calculating expected annual 
returns for the fund, an adjustment for qualitative factors is made. 
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5. (Original): The metiiod of claim 1, wherein said step of calculating an expected annual 

» 

return comprises the steps of calculating a low, and a high expected annual return. 

6. (Original): The method of claim 1, wherein said step of assigning a rating comprises 
assigning one of a plurality of ratings to each fund. 

7. (Original): A method for predicting expected returns of a fund, comprising the steps of: 
calculating an expected return over a time period for a sector corresponding to the fund 

based on financial futures corresponding to the sector, 

calculating an expected range of returns for the sector based on prices of options for the 

futures, 

calculating an expected annual return for the fund based on the expected annualized 
return for the corresponding sector, the expected range of returns for the corresponding sector, 
and on information specific to the fund. 

8.. (Original): The method of claim 10, wherein said information specific to the fund 
includes an annual return adjustment factor equal to the difference between the annualized 
returns for the fund and a median return for other funds in the sector. 

9. (Original): The method of claim 10, wherein said information specific to the fund 
includes a factor for the extent to which the funds returns are below the median for that sector for 
a thne period. 

10. (Original): The method of claim 10, wherein, in the step of calculating expected 
annual returns for the fund, an adjustment for qualitative factors is made. 

11. (Original): The method of claim 10, wherein said step of calculating an expected 
annual return comprises the steps of calculating a low, and a high expected annual retum. 

12. (Original): A system for assigning ratings to a fund, comprising: 
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means for calculating an expected return over a time period for a sector corresponding to 
the fund based on financial futures corresponding to the sector, 

means for calculating an expected range of returns for the sector based on prices of 
options for the futures, 

means for calculating an expected return for the fund over a time period based on the 
calculated expected return for the corresponding sector, the expected range of returns for the 
corresponding sector, and on information specific to the fund, 
means for assigning a rating based on the expected return for the fimd; and 
means for providing the assigned rating to a user. 

13. (Original): The system of claim 15, wherein said information specific to the fund 
includes an annual return adjustment factor equal to the difference between the annualized 
returns for the fund and a median return for other funds in the sector. 

14. (Original): The system of claim 15, wherein said information specific to the fund 
includes a factor for the extent to which the funds returns are below the median for that sector for 
a time period. 

15. (Original): The system of claim 15, wherein said means for calculating expected 
annual returns for the fund comprises means for permitting a user to make an adjustment for 
qualitative factors. 

16. (Original): The system of claim 15, wherein said means for calculating an expected 

annual return comprises means for calculating a low and a high expected annual return. 

17. (Original): The system of claim 15, wherein said means for assigning a rating 
comprises means for assigning one of a plurality of ratings to each fund. 
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1 8. (Original): A storage medium having stored therein a plurality of instructions, 
wherein the plurality of instructions, when executed by a processor, cause the processor to 
perform the steps of: 

calculating an expected return over a time period for a sector corresponding to a fund 
based on financial futures corresponding to the sector, 

calculating an expected range of returns for the sector based on prices of options for the 

futures, 

calculating an expected retum for the fund over a time period based on the calculated 
expected retum for the corresponding sector, the expected range of returns for the corresponding 
sector, and on information specific to the fund, 
assigning a rating based on the expected retum for the fund; 
and providing the assigned rating to a user. 

19. (Original): The storage medium of claim 21, wherein said information specific to the 
fimd includes an annual retum adjustment factor equal to the difference between the annualized 
retums for the fund and a median retum for other funds in the sector. 

20. (Original): The storage medium of claim 21, wherein said information specific to the 
fiind includes a factor for the extent to which the fiinds retums are below the median for that 
sector for a time period. 

21. (Original): The storage medium of claim 21, wherein in the step of calculating 
expected annual retums for the fund, an adjustment for qualitative factors is made. 

22. (Original): The storage medium of claim 21, wherein said step of calculating an expected 
annual retum comprises the steps of calculating a low, and a high expected annual retum 
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